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Snakes on a plain
Scarce species alter dovdlopment decisions
Pt bl by tha Cicoan County Obssrar on 10207

THE ASSOCIATED PRESE

TRENTON — TheyTe common in ofer pasts of hie country. But in New Jemsy, the
lpwly com snpke and noshem pang snake ane rde enough o got stale protection,
and Ma abiliy 1 hal developmani projects in an already oowded slabe,

Thiz mena sight of the srakes — commaon alsewheans in the country, and even kegpt
A pets — spus govemment bursaucracy int ackon whan i invelves a pisce of
Gardin Stae land slated for devalopmenl,

The com snake — a calodyl, docile, mdonl-pating spacies Mals & popular choios
for a pel replde — has been under slake polecion since 1979, and is curmantly lisiad
B85 an endangenad spacies. The dull-colored, secrative Noaheem pine Snake is lisied
as Hireatensd

Witen b Snakes wens spalied on Te £ ol 4 proposed Walk-Marl Superaniler
flong the bondee of Manchesier Township and Tomrs River, e Wal-Mart doveloper
ofared fo relocale the shakes i & plece of land that would become a snaks resanma,
‘Bocording o Manchasier Townshap Mayor Michasl Fressola,

The staw Depaament of Environmental Pralecion tuimed down the pian — &
decision hats besn appealed o an adminkimatve law judge.

The sighting of fired com snakes caused enough additonal reguinemanits fom s
Hew Jarsay Pinetands Commission that Bob Meyer recanty gave up plans o
devedap & 110-hame project in Mediond.

Think sameimes wa creals [Ews and follow tha lener of it and o Bigger picturs is
Toegotisn,” kaper tald the Philadeiphia inguirer.

Bl Carotan Monigomery, an advocate for preservatan of New Jarsey's Pinalands,
defended the staie standands.

“Thess enakes are pan of the ecosystem and they'ne & predatorin Me it of e Pine
Barens,” Monigomeary said, i you say, Well, iere’s & healthy papulation of mem in
Garargia — lof's gt id of Sem hide, you'd be removing cne of e koy ploces of e
puzzie in our ecosysiem.”

Izsuas with snaoes and ofner wildlife wara anowdhn 1o s the Mew Tumpike
Authanty 1 propase a 59 million unnel under A planned Garen Stale Parkway
expansion, praviding & crossing poln far endanered species, The DEP s
consigaring the propasal

For Monigomary. me direcior of the Pinelands Presarsalion Allianoe, paying
BRanton I soma cases of snakes haling developmeni misses the overall nead io

precarve MNew Jemey's nalral baausy.

Prapha peed 1o look al the etalogical imbalance hal would be chended il the
snakes habitat was destroyed,” Monigomary said
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